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Introduction 
 
This annual report covers the work that Heald Green PPG has been involved in from May 2015 
to May 2016, which has included five information evenings and a social event the highlights of 
which are detailed below. 
 
2016 marks the 23rd year of Heald Green Health Centre’s Patient Participation Group working 
with both practices to support and promote awareness of issues for good health and to ensure 
that the patient voice works in partnership with both practices. 
 
 Dr Penny Owen said: “Thank you to the PPG for all their support over the last 12 months 
during this difficult time for the NHS. We do greatly value your time and commitment to the 
Health Centre.” 
 
The report has been put together by Linda Griffiths, and myself as we come to the end of our 
first year as Secretary and Chair respectively. 
 
Christine Morgan – Chair    Linda Griffiths – Secretary 
 
2015/2016 Highlights 
 
September 3 2015 – Stockport Together  
 
Sally Wilson - Head of Service Design in Adult Social Care at Stockport 
Council and Lucy Cunliffe Communications Manager at Stockport Clinical 
commissioning Group (CCG) updated the group on the progress of the work of Stockport 
Together in how the partners in the borough were working together across the health and social 
care system to enable better integrated care for the population. More information is available on 
the website http://www.stockport-together.co.uk 
 
October 1 2015 Dr Andy Wright  
 
Dr Wright talked about the developments taking place in General Practice. It was useful to hear 
how developments were being implemented locally to further integrate care and what this will 
mean for patients at Heald Green centre. Members appreciated the Q & A session, which 
included issues such as transport and online access to services. 
 
December 3 2015 Cheese and Wine Social event  
 
The annual social event took place and involved staff from the practices as well 
as members of the PPG. We were pleased to welcome as guests Dr Ranjit Gill, 
Chief Clinical Officer Stockport CCG and Mary Robinson MP who wished the 
group well in the continuation of its work.  
 



February 4 2016 Dr Owen & Rebecca Dean 
 
Dr Owen and Rebecca Dean gave a very informative talk about the services, which are available 
at the Health Centre, and others provided by the CCG through the Treatment room at the 
Health centre. In addition Rebecca gave advice about where is best to go to access services in 
response to minor injuries or support needed to self manage through an illness. Both Dr Owen 
and Rebecca Dean provided printed information for members to take away for future reference. 
 

 
 
 
April 7 2016 Healthy Stockport, Margaret Simpson, Team Lead 
 
Margaret gave a talk on what services are available in Stockport and open to all. Ranging from 
stop smoking, lifestyle coaching on a one to one, Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT), weight 
loss advice and P.A.R.I.S scheme, which is physical activity referral in Stockport. 

At this point Linda Griffiths told the group that she had used 
many of these services in 2014/15, after filling in the postcard 

picked up from a previous PPG meeting and talk from a 
speaker on Healthy Stockport.  Margaret was open to 

questions throughout and several were asked. She was 
thanked for attending a very informative, successful evening. 

Website: http://www.healthystockport.co.uk 

May 5 Nick Dixon Stockport Together Healthy Communities 

Nick Dixon is the Commissioning Manager for Stockport MBC and the NHS Vanguard Lead for 
‘Empowering Patients and Communities’ for the New Care Models Team. He will update the 
group on plans within Stockport Together for developing Healthy Communities. 

Committee for 2015/2016 
 
Thanks go to all committee members who have given addition time to planning and attending 
events, distributed posters and helped with communications within and out of the Health centre. 
 
Alf Churchhouse     Rebecca Dean – Practice Staff member 
John Featherstone     Linda Griffiths - Secretary 
Anne Mitchelson     Christine Morgan - Chair 
George Roberts 
Steven Lord – co-opted in January 2016 
 
A very special thanks this year goes to Alf Churchhouse who is stepping down from the 
committee after many years of involvement with the PPG which have included being Chair as 
well as committee member. His determination, balanced view, enthusiasm and humour will be 
much missed by all of us. Thank you Alf. 
 
GP Partners & practice staff– thanks to both Dr Owen and Dr Wright for their continued 
support and input to the PPG on behalf of all the staff at both practices. 
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Looking ahead to 2016/17 
 
Main aim 
 
Continue to work to support the practices to promote and enable the best quality of life for its 
patient population through general health awareness, support and information. 
 
Objectives and focus in 2016/17 
 

1. Promoting and enabling more patients to take advantage of patient online access to 
their records, make appointments and renew prescriptions online; 

2. Use of the ‘Health Pledge’ Initiative to promote best quality of life through: 
• Work with practices, local neighbourhood and CCG/Stockport Together and 

Healthy Stockport; 
3. Find ways to increase the diversity of people involved with the PPG and gain views 

from a wider representation of the patient population. 
 
In conclusion 
 
There is a lot of change happening in health care services across England so now more than 
ever is a good time to get involved and share your views, skills and expertise. Joining Heald 
Green Health Centre Patient Participation Group could help you and other patients have their 
views heard and enable you to offer support to, and learn more about, current developments. 
 
If you are interested and want to hear more then contact me, Christine Morgan- details below: 
 
Email: chris@camorgan.co.uk 
Mobile: 07811 082867 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/Chris5anne 
 
 
 
 


